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Happy World Day for Cultural Diversity for Dialogue and Development!



Aligning Heritage Policy with the SDGs - Ege Yıldırım - 4th Int.E-Public Forum on Intangible Cultural Heritage & Sustainable Development- May 21, 2021

Outline

• Heritage, Intangible and Beyond

• Overview of the SDGs

• Heritage and the SDGs: 
• UNESCO, ICOMOS, C2030, CHN, Policy Guidance

• UN International Year of CE for SD



Aligning Heritage Policy with the SDGs - Ege Yıldırım - 4th Int.E-Public Forum on Intangible Cultural Heritage & Sustainable Development- May 21, 2021

Heritage, Intangible and Beyond

‘Cultural heritage’: The tangible and intangible expression of the 

ways of living developed by a community and passed on from generation to 
generation, including customs, practices, places, objects, artistic expression 
and values (ICOMOS 2002); ‘the entire capital of knowledge derived from the 
development and experience of human practices, and from the spatial, social 
and cultural constructions linked to it, which may be encapsulated in the word, 
‘memory’ (ICOMOS, 2016)

‘Culture’: the whole complex of distinctive 

spiritual, material, intellectual and emotional features 
that characterise a community, society or social group. 
(… arts and literature, … modes of life, the fundamental 
rights of the human being, value systems, traditions and 
beliefs… living or contemporary characteristics and 
values of a community…)- UNESCO 1982)

‘Natural heritage’: Land, water, landscapes, 

geological and physio-geographical formations, biological 
diversity, biological processes, and ecosystem-provided 
environmental services that are valued and have 
significance. (UNESCO 1972, 2011)

‘Intangible Cultural heritage’: The 

practices, representations, expressions, knowledge, skills—
as well as the instruments, objects, artefacts and cultural 
spaces associated therewith—that communities, groups 
and, in some cases, individuals recognize as part of their 
cultural heritage. Transmitted from generation to 
generation, it is constantly recreated by communities and 
groups in response to their environment, their interaction 
with nature and their history, and provides them with a 
sense of identity and continuity, thus promoting respect for 
cultural diversity and human creativity (UNESCO, 2003).
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‘Heritage’:
A holistic concept, covering cultural, 
natural, tangible and intangible aspects:
made up of sites, landscapes, traditions 
and knowledge, ...

heritage reflects the identity and 
values of a society and passes them 
on from generation to generation; the 
preservation of this heritage fosters 
the sustainability of development.

(Government of Quebec (2006), in ICOMOS 2021)

Heritage, Intangible and Beyond



Broader discourse of sustainability:
1962: Rachel Carson, Silent Spring: hazards of pesticide DDT, questioned 
faith in technological progress 

1972: Meadows et al, Limits to Growth: exponential growth vs finite 
resources

Environmental ethics: Values of ‘respect for nature’ and ‘development of 
human character’ 

Deep ecology: ‘universe of all living beings’, welfare of living creatures 
have inherent value

Anthropocentric Biocentric approaches

1987: WCED, ‘Our Common Future’ (Brundtland Report):

"A global agenda for change”, urgent call by UN General 
Assembly, to propose: long-term environmental strategies 
for sustainable development by 2000 + 

Sustainable development: Development that 
meets the needs of the present without 
compromising the ability of future generations to 
meet their own needs (WCED, 1987)
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Overview of the SDGs
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Millennium Development 
Goals (MDGs), 2000-15

Source: UNDP Turkey

Overview of the SDGs



MDGs –> SDGs, post-2015... 

“Transforming Our World: UN 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development”
A global plan of action for people, planet and prosperity + peace, partnership (5Ps) , 

(inc. 3 dimensions/pillars): society, economy, environment (+ 4th: culture); 17 Goals (SDGs), 169 Targets

For a more just and resilient world: Human rights; inclusiveness; vulnerable groups #LeaveNoOneBehind
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Overview of the SDGs



Associated thematic UN Agendas:
Urban, Climate, Disaster, Finance

Implementation:
• Localizing: Local/ urban level: ideal platform

• Monitoring: Indicators, Annual Reviews at UN 
High-Level Political Forum (HLPF): Voluntary 
National Reviews (VNRs) + Local (VNRs) +  
thematic/ agency inputs

• https://sdgs.un.org/

Overview of the SDGs
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https://sdgs.un.org/
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Heritage and the SDGs

“Heritage is an evolving resource that supports identity, memory and ‘sense of place’, and has a crucial role in 
achieving sustainable development. It enables social cohesion, fosters socio-economic regeneration and poverty reduction, 
strengthens social well-being, improves the appeal and creativity of regions, and enhances long-term tourism benefits. We must take up 
the challenge of conserving this fragile, non-renewable resource for current and future generations.” (ICOMOS 2011/2021)

A vital link between past, present and 
future, grounding us with a sense of 
continuity, especially in times of uncertainty 
like COVID19. 

“Heritage is more than just monuments…”

Re-definition  culture + nature: 
• “All heritage is cultural”... inseparable nature of ‘culture’ and ‘nature’ 

‘rediscovered by modern society’, while always present in Indigenous 
contexts

• The culture-nature connection endorsed at UN level: 1972 UNESCO 
World Heritage Convention; SDG Target 11.4 to ‘protect the world’s 
cultural & natural heritage’

Widening of scope, silo-breaking and synergizing:
• Communicating and partnering with new sectors, actors and 

stakeholders traditionally considered external to heritage, but 
important for development policy and practice. 

• Reconceptualization of ‘risk’ and ‘resilience’ – ‘change’ as a 
constant, natural state: adaptation, Change management 

• ‘Living heritage’ can be a key connecting theme
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UNESCO meetings and documents since 1970s; Hangzhou Declaration 2013; Culture-Urban-
Future 2016; UN resolutions on Culture & Development since 2010; However: potential of 
culture and heritage to address global challenges under-represented and underestimated

Target 11.4: ‘protect the world’s cultural and natural heritage’ 
Indicator 11.4.1 “Total expenditure (public and private) per capita 
spent on the preservation, protection and conservation of all cultural 
and natural heritage, by type of heritage, level of government, type 
of expenditure and type of private funding”.  
But there is much more to heritage than expenditure…

Cultural diversity and intercultural understanding: Introduction (para. 8, para. 36). // Education: Target 4.7 // 
Creative economy and tourism: Targets 8.9 and 12.b // Urbanism: Target 11.4 // Literacy: Introduction (para. 7) // 
Creativity: Target 8.3 // Food security: Goal 2 // Natural heritage and cultural landscapes: Goal 6, Goal 15, Targets 
(6.6), (14.5) (14.7) (15.1), (15.4) (15.6). // Peace and justice: Target 16.4, 16.10

Heritage and the SDGs

Getting culture and heritage in the global policy documents...



- Human & planetary crises (both having human factors at their root causes)

inequality, conflict, consumption, biodiversity loss, climate change, pandemics…

- Two-way advocacy (culture, heritage  climate action, sustainable development ) 

 strengthened action for a resilient future

Integrating and mainstreaming a policy framework
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Heritage and the SDGs

+ 4th: C



‘Third-generation’ human rights, inc. the right for social and economic 
development, to enjoy the cultural heritage of mankind, to live in a healthy 
and ecologically balanced environment. 

6 Culture Conventions:

1. Protection of Cultural Property in the Event of Armed Conflict (1954) 
(Hague)

2. Fighting against the illicit trafficking of cultural property (1970)

3. Protection of the World Cultural and Natural Heritage (1972) (Paris)

‘Common heritage of mankind’  // Culture + nature + society  integrated 
landscapes: cultural landscapes, Historic Urban Landscape // UNESCO WH & SD 
Policy (2015)

4. Protection of the Underwater Cultural Heritage (2001) (Paris)

5. Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural Heritage (2003)

6. Protection and Promotion of the Diversity of Cultural Expressions (2005)

+ Man and Biosphere Program, Geoparks Programme 

Network of Creative Cities, Learning Cities

UNESCO: Building Peace in the Minds and Men and Women...

Heritage and the SDGs
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UNESCO Recommendation on the 
Historic Urban Landscape (HUL) (2011) 

Better integrate and frame urban heritage conservation strategies 
within the larger goals of overall social and economic development

“The urban area understood as the result of a historic layering of 
cultural and natural values and attributes, extending beyond the notion 
of “historic centre” or “ensemble” to include the broader urban 
context and its geographical setting.”

• topography, geomorphology, hydrology & natural features, built 
environment, both historic and contemporary, its infrastructures above 
& below ground, open spaces & gardens, land use patterns and spatial  
organization, perceptions & visual relationships, + all other elements of 
the urban structure. ++ Social and cultural practices and values, 
economic processes and intangible dimensions of heritage 

• Preserving the quality of the human environment, + the productive 
and sustainable use of urban spaces, while recognizing their 
dynamic character, promoting social and functional diversity and 
identity

14

Four sets of tools:
• Civic engagement
• Knowledge and planning
• Regulatory systems
• Financial tools

Heritage and the SDGs
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UNESCO WH and SD Policy (2015) 
(UNESCO Policy on the Integration of a Sustainable Development Perspective into the 
Processes of the World Heritage Convention)

15

Heritage and the SDGs
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+ Peace & 
Security



UNESCO Operational Directives for the implementation of the 
Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible Heritage (rev2018)

16

Heritage and the SDGs
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“Considering the urgencies the world’s societies are facing 
today affecting the cultural and natural heritage, and the 
potential of heritage to help address these, the 2030 Agenda 
is an imperative to transform the framework of cultural 
heritage protection.” – ICOMOS ADCOM 2019, Marrakesh

ICOMOS is well-positioned to play a leading role in integrating cultural heritage within sustainable development: 
Primary global cultural heritage NGO (10K+ members, 100+nat.coms, 29 ISCs, 6 WGs), developing conservation doctrine, mobilizing 
global/local networks; enormous resource of experts

ICOMOS and the SDGs Working Group

www.icomos.org/en/focus/un-sustainable-development-goals

Heritage and the SDGs
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https://www.icomos.org/en/focus/un-sustainable-development-goals


ICOMOS Action Plan for Cultural Heritage & Localizing 
SDGs (2017)
Principles: ICOMOS visibility/ Unique contribution/ Consistency / 
Inclusiveness /  Effective language/ Concrete action & outputs/ Universality 
of heritage & partnerships/ Regional & local diversity/  Culture-nature 
connection/ Culture & sustainability

Three Action Areas: 
1. Organizing: mobilize internally within ICOMOS, develop external 

partnerships
2. Localizing: provide guidance, support and leadership to stakeholders 

at all levels and across sectors, encourage heritage-related policies, 
strategies, tools

3. Monitoring: support development and application of indicators of 
progress

7 Priority Actions (2018)
1. SDGs Policy Guidance 
2. Engagement with UN HLPF
3. National liaisons and localizing
4. World Heritage and HUL 
5. Urban Partnerships and NUA
6. Metrics and Indicators
7. Fundraising and HR

Echoing the Paris Declaration of 

2011, our vision is the

“recognition, 

mainstreaming and 

contribution of cultural 

heritage as a driver and 

enabler of sustainable 

development”

Transversal working mode: 
Universal nature of sustainability; 
coordination & mainstreaming across 
ICOMOS organs; collaborations with 
other ICOMOS WGs, to integrate climate, 
sustainability, human rights, indigenous 
concerns into doctrines and practices; 
Building partnerships with relevant 
external stakeholders

Heritage and the SDGs
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“Work to synergise cultural heritage conservation and management sustainably with the diverse cultural, 
environmental, and socio-economic concerns of people and communities, through building partnerships with relevant 
sectors, such as social and health services; [peace-building and conflict resolution;] cultural and creative industries; 
nature and biodiversity conservation; tourism; urban and territorial planning and development; and infrastructure 
and energy provision. 

• “Promote people-centred approaches, the connections of people with heritage and places;

• intercultural dialogue and understanding, sustainability and well-being when addressing 

• local, national, and international heritage policies and practice. This will better realise the full 
potential of cultural heritage to deliver climate-resilient pathways to strengthen sustainable 
development, while promoting a just transition to low-carbon futures”

ICOMOS Joint WGs Resolution 20GA/19, 2020 on 

“People-Centred Approaches to Cultural Heritage”

Aligning Heritage Policy with the SDGs - Ege Yıldırım - 4th Int.E-Public Forum on Intangible Cultural Heritage & Sustainable Development- May 21, 2021

Heritage and the SDGs



2019: ICOMOS Climate Change and Heritage Working Group
report: The Future of Our Pasts

2020 GA: ICOMOS declares Climate Emergency

Secretariat for the Climate Heritage Network

Cultural Heritage
and Climate Action

Aligning Heritage Policy with the SDGs - Ege Yıldırım - 4th Int.E-Public Forum on Intangible Cultural Heritage & Sustainable Development- May 21, 2021

Heritage and the SDGs



“Culture in the Implementation of the 2030 Agenda” Report 
(2019)

- Policy implementation: how is culture addressed? Analysis of SDG reviews 
submitted to UN High-Level Political Forum (HLPF), 2016-19; presence of culture and 
associated concepts in 135 Voluntary National Reviews (VNRs) + Parallel policy 
developments, stakeholder inputs, Voluntary Local Reviews (VLRs)

- Key Findings:

- Interesting, promising evidence of cultural policies; diverse entry points for culture

- Limited amount of references of culture in VNRs and in broader HLPF documents; 
representation of cultural dimension lags significantly behind other SD dimensions

- Potential remains largely untapped in national strategies to implement the SDGs 

- Increasing number of VLRs. A VLR movement is growing

- Key Avenues of Action for All:

- Consider culture actively, transversally, from the outset, consulting cultural actors, in 
national development planning frameworks, reporting, targets, indicators

- Build a coherent, inclusive community around culture and sustainable development:  
Hold a high-level meeting on culture in future HLPF, create a global momentum

- Improve collection and dissemination of data, to support evidence-based research; 
quantitative and qualitative indicators (UNESCO Culture 2030 Indicators)

Culture 2030 Goal Campaign

#culture2030goal
www.culture2030goal.net
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Heritage and the SDGs

http://www.culture2030goal.net


Culture 2030 Goal Campaign

#culture2030goal
www.culture2030goal.net

22

Coordinated by UCLG, with support of IFLA et al. Culture & Covid-19 
Statement, launch event with WHO participation (May), endorsed by the 
UNPGA (June)
HLPF 2020 Virtual Side Event (July), Press Release for UN75 (Sept)

#culturecovid19 
statement (2020)
Please endorse! 
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Heritage and the SDGs

http://www.culture2030goal.net


ICOMOS SDGs Policy Guidance (March 2021) 

Flagship initiative, which aims to provide a robust and versatile resource to all kinds of stakeholders, 
within and outside of the heritage community, illustrating the numerous ways in which heritage can 
address the SDGs and demonstrates the potential of harnessing heritage in achieving sustainable 
development. 
(Labadi, S., Giliberto, F., Rosetti, I., Shetabi, L., Yildirim, E. (2021). Heritage and the Sustainable Development Goals: Policy Guidance for 
Heritage and Development Actors. Paris: 

ICOMOS.)https://www.icomos.org/images/DOCUMENTS/Secretariat/2021/SDG/ICOMOS_SDGs_Policy_Guidance_2021.

pdf

Three-fold approach to recommended actions:
1. integration of heritage as positive contributor to sustainable 

development
2. protection of heritage from harm during development processes
3. improvement of heritage practice for better alignment with SD objectives.

“Harness the power of heritage to accelerate achievement of SDGs”
People (SDGs 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 11)
Planet (SDGs 6, 7, 11, 13, 14, 15)
Prosperity (SDGs 5, 8, 9, 11, 12, 14)
Peace (SDGs 10, 11, 16)
Partnerships (SDGs 11, 17)
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Heritage and the SDGs

https://www.icomos.org/images/DOCUMENTS/Secretariat/2021/SDG/ICOMOS_SDGs_Policy_Guidance_2021.pdf


ICOMOS SDGs Policy Guidance

Aligning Heritage Policy with the SDGs - Ege Yıldırım - 4th Int.E-Public Forum on Intangible Cultural Heritage & Sustainable Development- May 21, 2021



Aligning Heritage Policy with the SDGs - Ege Yıldırım - 4th Int.E-Public Forum on Intangible Cultural Heritage & Sustainable Development- May 21, 2021



Aligning Heritage Policy with the SDGs - Ege Yıldırım - 4th Int.E-Public Forum on Intangible Cultural Heritage & Sustainable Development- May 21, 2021



Aligning Heritage Policy with the SDGs - Ege Yıldırım - 4th Int.E-Public Forum on Intangible Cultural Heritage & Sustainable Development- May 21, 2021



Aligning Heritage Policy with the SDGs - Ege Yıldırım - 4th Int.E-Public Forum on Intangible Cultural Heritage & Sustainable Development- May 21, 2021



• xxx
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Heritage and the SDGs

Phase 2: A practical Implementation Strategy for the 

Policy Guidance 
in line with ICOMOS 2017 Action Plan: “Concrete actions and local diversity: Adapting 

the Goals to the regional and local contexts, interaction with localities at the level of 

the citizen and local decision-making”.

- Translations and dissemination

- Transform policy recommendations into effective and measurable 

actions and support practitioners in developing context appropriate 

responses 

- Contextualizing in national, local frameworks: Support and 

encourage the active engagement of National Committees, 

International Scientific Committees and Working Groups  in 

operationalising the SDGs and 

- Leveraging strategic partnerships for the dissemination of case 

studies (e.g. Global Heritage Fund)

- Support partners within and outside the heritage sector for inter-

sectoral and integrated approaches and research on heritage and the

SDGs

- Address contradictions between heritage practice and SD objectives

- Integrate evolving perspectives on heritage and SD in future 

iterations.



• Creating change in policy, resource allocation, public opinion and 
good practice, with the ultimate goals of both supporting 
sustainable development objectives and keeping heritage relevant 
within the wider societal debates

• Meaningful action to affect change: “Political, social, strategic mission”

• Evidence-based advocacy: quantitative & qualitative evidence; case
studies, compelling stories, aggregated and disaggregated data 

• Inter-sectoral partnerships, communication: “experts” and “committed
professionals” + wider society: public, private/business, community
organizations and citizens

• Local diversities, fragmentation convergence, synergies, organizing

• How we (can) connect our work / (re)think of our work according to
SD(Gs), making the “implicit”  “explicit”

• Knowledge message, guidance, policy action practice

Harnessing heritage to address global challenges, 
to ensure a sustainable habitat for all…
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UN International Year of Creative Economy for SD

In 2019 at the 74th session of the UN General 
Assembly, 2021 was declared the International Year 
of Creative Economy for Sustainable Development.

Indonesia was the main sponsor of the proposal, which was 
presented by a global grouping of countries, including Australia, China, 
India, Indonesia, Mongolia, Philippines and Thailand.

The proposal recognised the need to promote sustained and inclusive 
economic growth, foster innovation and provide opportunities, 
benefits and empowerment for all and respect for all human rights.

It also identified the ongoing need to support developing countries 
and countries with economies in transition in diversifying production 
and exports, including in new sustainable growth areas, including 
creative industries.

It encourages all to observe the year in accordance with national 
priorities to raise awareness, promote cooperation and networking, 
encourage sharing best practices and experiences, enhance human 
resource capacity, promote an enabling environment at all levels as 
well as tackle the challenges of the creative economy.
https://unctad.org/topic/trade-analysis/creative-economy-

programme/2021-year-of-the-creative-economy

https://unctad.org/topic/trade-analysis/creative-economy-programme/2021-year-of-the-creative-economy


Thank you!

Contact: 
E-mail: ege@aegeyildirim.com

Twitter: @ayseegeyildirim
Instagram: @aegeyildirim
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