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Founding Members
Lao People's Democratic Republic
Mulberries

Brunei Darussalam

Kingdom of Cambodia

2021 onwards

SEACHA is to complete legal registration.

Other ASEAN civil society organizations 
and NGOs are invited to join SEACHA.
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Our Objectives

To promote effective government-community 
partnership in cultural heritage management

To strengthen the ASEAN Socio-Cultural 
Community as a people-centered third pillar of 
ASEAN, and 

To give organizational expression to the ASEAN 
Declaration on Cultural Heritage’s emphasis on 
“creative communities of human persons”



The Alliance focuses on establishing a cultural heritage “Social 
Contract” within ASEAN. It will link government, the people, and the 
business sector in a joint commitment to cultural heritage protection 
policies and actions to safeguard ASEAN cultural heritage for future 
generations.
 
The Social Contract includes but is not limited to cultural heritage 
related law and regulation, cultural heritage governance, cultural 
heritage education, cultural heritage civil society, and community 
capacity building in cultural heritage.

The member organisations will work cooperatively inter-ASEAN and 
will dialogue with the ASEAN Inter-Parliamentary Assembly (AIPA), 
the ASEAN Council of Culture Ministers, and other appropriate ASEAN 
groups.
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A SEACHA Initiative to Support 
Craftsmanship Transmission in the 
Creative Economy

NGUYEN DUC TANG

Southeast Asian
Cultural Heritage Alliance



SEACHA
S O U T H E A S T  A S I A N

C U L T U R A L  H E R I T A G E  A L L I A N C E

Contexts

Add a footer 2

• Some crafts in ASEAN are flourishing, while others are in 
danger of vanishing or being degraded due to lack of 
transmission of craft skills to young generation, and to lack 
of viable livelihood for younger craft practitioners.

• Some of the crafts considered for inclusion may not be in 
danger of dying out, but quality of technique and materials 
has been degraded to meet commercial imperatives

• Traditional techniques, the design, reputation and style 
associated with handicrafts are vulnerable to imitation and 
misappropriation.

• All too often cheap imitations undermine sales of 
traditional handicrafts as well as the quality reputation of 
the genuine products.
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Contexts

Add a footer 3

• UNESCO 2003 Convention on the Safeguarding of the 
Intangible Cultural Heritage 

• UNESCO 2005 Convention on the Protection and Promotion of the 
Diversity of Cultural Expressions

• Intellectual Property (WIPO)
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C U L T U R A L  H E R I T A G E  A L L I A N C E

Handicrafts
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Source: WIPO

• produced by artisans, completely by hand or with the help 
of hand-tools or even using machinery, provided the 
artisan’s direct manual contribution remains the most 
substantial component of the finished product; 

• representations or expressions that are symbolic of the 
artisan’s culture; 

• encompass a wide variety of goods made of raw materials;

• their distinctive features can be utilitarian, aesthetic, artistic, 
creative, culturally attached, decorative, functional, 
traditional, or religiously and socially symbolic and 
significant; 

• there are no particular restrictions on production quantity, 
and no two pieces are exactly alike.
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Objectives
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• To support of transmission of ASEAN nations’ traditional 
crafts to young people;

• To ensure a reasonable livelihood for young people 
learning the craft skills; 

• To safeguard and promote ASEAN’s traditional handicrafts 
in the contexts of sustainable development.
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Handicraft Transmission
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• Identify endangered crafts needing support and master 
craftsmen whose skills must be passed to the next 
generation

• Support the local communities, handicrafts 
artisans/masters to strengthen viability of their handicrafts 

• Support the transmission of craft skills and knowledge, and 
the development of young craftsmen (rejuvenation) 

• Transmission workshops/classes

• Capacity building programs

• Need-based

• Country-oriented

• Free, Prior, Informed and Sustained 
Consent 

• SEACHA certification, SEACHA methods 
and standards of pedagogy and seed 
financial support
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Post Production
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• Quality control and branding: Certify designers and craft item 
quality, identify designers who can assist craftsmen to develop 
designs that suit contemporary markets, and work towards a 
portfolio of craft products – A brand for both producers and 
consumers across ASEAN.

• Regional craft marketplace: for local communities and young 
craftsmen. 

• Explore opportunities with e-commerce platforms to set up special 
section for sales. 
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Sustainability
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• “Craft Steward” responsible for nurturing SEACHA support, 
continual reviewing and assessing craftsmen and apprentices, and 
overseeing quality of training and production. 

• “Craft Patron” to provide ongoing funding for the program, and to 
assist in promoting the success of the training and marketing. 

• Fee from sales transactions to enable the scholarship program to 
be self-funded after the initial few years. 
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Cooperation and 
Partnership
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• SEACHA members

• Creative / World Craft Cities

• World Craft Council

• Government stakeholders

• UNESCO

• Private sector
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